I. Introduction. The purpose of this note is to outline a proof that almost every compact manifold M of dimension greater or equal to six, (or dimension greater or equal to five if dM = 0) can be triangulated as a combinatorial manifold. The word "almost" refers to two types of restrictions we impose on M. First that TTI(M) be sufficiently nice. Secondly, and more unpleasantly we require H*(M; Z 2 ) =0 and IP(dM; Z 2 )=0. Since the existence of triangulation implies uniqueness, a consequence of our result is a form of the Hauptvermutung which covers some cases previously not done. For example WhOn(Jlf))=0.
The following lemma is the fundamental geometric observation of Kirby [2] . LEMMA PROOF. We will prove in detail the weaker result which is sufficient for our purposes, which says that for any e>0, ƒ restricted to B k XD^, D* is the n disk of radius e, is homotopic through immersions f t to a PL immersion/i where ƒ*=ƒ on a neighborhood of dB k XR n -We will indicate how the same method with sufficient attention to the details will imply Theorem 1 as stated.
By [7] . Apply Theorem 1 to obtain our result.
Addendum. For & = 3, and w^5, 7r 3 (Top n /PL n ) is at most Z 2 . Hsiang and Shaneson have shown the obstruction to the splitting theorem and the suitability of (k, n) for k = 3, lies in Z 2 . Further, our construction defines a homeomorphism X of 7r 3 (Topn/PLn) into Z 2 . Since a£7r3(Top n /PL n ) vanishes if and only if the obstruction \(a) vanishes, X is a monomorphism. 
